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The Local Turngemsinde, Organized In
‘ 1850 By Wm. ! Cbarles
Franke.and Wm. Staengels
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Louisvillé has the distinetion of fur-
nishing one of the oldest societies for
the Nafional, Turnfess which begins at
Cincinnati to.morrow. The Louisville

: Turngemeinde, ns now ennstitauted, was
* organized September 2. 1830, at o time
. when a large and healthy influx of jm-
migration alded materially to 1he pepu-
*lation of the city, then ouly in the firse
R lhlam 4T its intaney compared with its
s

i

growth during the Jast two decades. The
V yovolution of 1848 had virtually destroy-
ed the flower of Germauy. Those riot
Xilled in-action, cxecuted or jmprisoned,
fled to France, Switzerlaud or the United
States, where, cspecially in the latier
tecuntry, they have found homes amd
proved themselves citizens worthy of
Zthot lilierty ‘which they attcmpted to
1 abwin for their own fatherkind. A great
(mang of those immigrants from the revo-
Intionary pericd referred to begun or-
ganizing Turner societies and A
_ing their principles. William ne
 of the most prominent German citizens
of Louisville and who was ‘the originator
- of the plan fez the erectivn of a marble
_ monument: to the memory of Kentucky's
:fallen Union soldiers in Cave Hill Ceme-
“ttery, for which a fund has heen sul-
cseribed, fora time acted us instructor
“Jor the new socicly. Equally energetic.
.in the matter of assisting the new organ-
Jization to success were Mr. Charles
Franke and William Staenzal, hoth yet
enthusinstic Turners. On the evening
of Septemher 2, 1850, the Socicty was
formally organized, and at a bhonquot
-given in honor cf the Turners at Mrs.
Freihofer's, on Market streel, near Third,
' Mr. Stacngel made an cloguent address
‘setting forth the principles of the new
nrngemeinde. Of conrse money was not
ery plentiful, but Mrs. Freilofer wus
"llheml enough to have a suitable hall
erccted au her own expense for the use of
Lthe gymuasts.  The Seciety zrew stead.
-ily, notwithstanding the fact thag it had

‘1o contend with a great mang reverses.
Some of the German eitizens called the
“Turners sneeringly, the = en of ‘48,°
. while Americans dnbbed them * White
Jackets,” Lug the Society had come to
istay.
The first Turn Festival took place
_June 28, 1252, on Stein & Zink's tarm,
L “und it was n great success. Delemites
had ¢ome from' Cincinnati and other
rcities, nnd the daring feats of the Ger-
man gymnasts proved a matter of agree-
ahle sirprise to those whe had thus far
hieen moved by prejudice in sneering ab
their undertaking. ™ A second fesv was
held May 20, 1833, at the seme plnce,
und everybody was  greatly ased,
Daring August of the sume year four-
teen members of the society undertook
& tranp to Madison, Ind., a distance of
forty-five miles, and this is deseribed
-hy those who pc_nr(lei‘:ted in iv as one
‘of the most_cujoyable as well as ad-
\venturous trips ever madesin this part
af the country under simikr conditions.
JIn 18534 a pew hall with permanent
auarters was creeted on Floyd street,
hetween Market and -Main, and here a
groat, many of the most renowned Ger-
man-Américan citizens have, for a time,
ut least, deported themselves as_regu-
r gymnasts. There was Carl lleint-
zen, the celehrated free-thinker, llas-
sannek, who did not then drenm that
Jiec wonld some day_he appointed Min-
ister by Presidens Lincolu, and many
ethers. Tywo years later this hall was
destroyed by fire, and in 1858 the so-
leiety purchased the ground on which
its present hall is located,. on Jefferson
‘sirect, near Preston. A Catholic church
wns erected on it ay thas time, and this
edifice was remodeled into a suitable hull
Ay Architect Schoen. Up to this time
1he Turners had not taken part in any
Fﬂﬂliall cunvass, but when the Repub-
ican party wuas called into existence
they, supported tms tieket and Lincoln
for President. At the breaking out of
1he war thirty-five members of the so-
ciety enlisted, and from 1861 to 1864
)I!m socicty had really ceased to exist.

e hall was used for a hospital, and
hundress of led soldiers bave there
been nursed back to health,

At 1he close of the war the National
Clonfederntion of Turn Socicties was ef-
fecled at & meeting held in the city of
MWashington for the purpose of -having
annual contests, and under the nuspices
wof this_Confederation the coming Na-
jonn| Festival will he had. At present
the Confelerntion consists of 250 socied
ties, with un sggregate membership of
40,000, In its_schools are being cdu.
cated 25,000 children, and they, o,
participate in_ gvmmastic excrcises, The
motto of the Turnerbund is, * Meno sana
in corpore sano.”
© A lurge delesation from cach of the
Turner socicties; tbe Louisville” Turn-
gemeinde and the Turnverein Vorwaerts,
lewves for Cineinnati 10-day, to take part
in the annual_festival of the Turncrs’
JUnion of the United States, which be-
gins in that city 1o-morrow. Eighteen
men from the former society, and fit-
teen {rom the latter, will contest for!
the |:riu\s that will be oifered en the




